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PREFACE. 


„ IV brgſenting io ths: Public the || 
Account of the late Riots,. every: precaution has |} 
F: been taken to ſlate with. Accuracy the various 
| Occurences that have taken place; for which ®© 
13 purpoſe, aſter having paid particular Attention © 
to the ſeveral Accounts already publiſhed io 
the. World, which in very many inſtances do 
yi not appear to be Authentic, I have endeavoured 
| to confine myſelf ftiriflly to Truth, not having 
1 wilfully either diminiſhed or exaggerated : per- 
| haps, had 1 been d ipoſed to do the latter, this 
publication would have been much enlarged, 
and my Readers probably more amply gratifitd. 
13 But as paſt Animoſities ought lo ceaſe with the 
1 Cauſe, I have thought proper to confine myſelf 
in ſlating the preſent ſhort Abſtracted particu- 
f 1 lars, for the ſole purpoſe of giving to the 
ö Public an Authentic Narrative We the late Vig- 
_ Proceedings. } 


7 Birmingham, Auguſt 7, 1791. 
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WHERE we ſeriouſly to reflect on the 
dangerous tendency of Rioting, and 
the many devaſtations occaſioned thereby, 
taking place in a civilized country, and 
more "particularly in a country like ours, 


whoſe great boaſt it is of being governed 


by laws ſuperior to any other country in 
the world, (and more eſpecially without 
having any juſt, or reaſonable cauſe) I am 


confident that à heart ſuſceptible of the 
leaſt feeling to the cauſe of humanity, muſt 


ſhudder at the thoughts of ſuch unnatural 
and unlawful proceedings: wiſhing that 
my reſpective Readers may have this idea 
in view, I ſhall, for'brevity ſake, and that 


all” may -6nderfland the real," as well as 


prezended cauſe, of the late awful fituation 
to 


* 
”: 


. 8 
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to which the town of Birmingham and its 


neighbourhood were reduced, inſert. the 


various advertiſments that have made their 


appearance in the public prints, previous 


to the Meeting at the Hotel; and will make 


ſuch obſctvations thereon, as may be 
thawght neceſſary. 


The firſt e that appeared. 


announced the intended Meeting of the 


friends of freedom, and is as follows: 
* Hotel, Birmingham, Jul 7th, 1791. 


6« * COMMEMORATION of the FRENCH 
| - REVOLUTION. | 


„ er of Gentlemen in- 


* tend Dining together on the 1h Inſt. 
* to. Commemorate the auſpicious Day 
„ which . witneſſed the emancipation of 
„ Twenty-ſix: Millions of 1 5 from the 


on 1509505 of Deſpotiſm,; and Ti reſtored. the 


« Bleſſings of equal Government 10 à truly 


« e. and enlightened. Nation; with 

«4 whom it is our Interelſl, as a Commercial 
* Pepple, and our aud, as kriends to the 
1 a. free Iintercourte, Weinen 10 a 
© permanent F each ax bo 
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4 Any Friend to F * diſpoſed to 
join the intended temperate feſtivity, is 
deſired to leave his Name at the Bar of 
the Hotel, where Tickets may be bad, 
at 58. each, including a Bottle of Wine; 
but no perſon van be admitted | without 
one, 


« Dinner will 1 on Table ; At Three 


o'Clock preciſely.” 


on the ſecond appearance of this ad- 


vertiſement in Aris's Birmingham Gazette, 
the following was inſerted iu che ſame 


paper: 
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5 ag OW next will be publiſhed, 


1 2 N Price One HaLrreniiy, 
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« An Auiſſenije Liſt of all thoſ: 
who Dine at the Hotel, Tem ple-Row, 
Birmingham, on Thurſday, the 14th 
Toft: in Commemoration of the Frepch 

Revolution. . | 
ED os Vivant [Rex et Regina,” 


This Taft advertiſement was certainly 


Ws: hot only to intimidate the Meeting 


1 the Hotel, but alſo to give to the-{ricnds 


7A of 


4 Perſon, who, will, diſcover- A ; 


Yoga: Gilbert, © "Henry y Clay, gl Mats, "| 
: © Jo Brooks, TIE Ie 2 515 


(VS. 


of riot and deftruQion the alarm; it having 
been immediately ſucceeded by a ſeditious 
and criminal hand- bill, circulated about 
the-town, written, 'as 'tis ſuppoſed, by the 
author of the above-mentioned  advertiſe- 
ment. This hand-bill had the deſired effect ; 

and our worthy active Magiſtrates, acting 
in this town, in conjunction with others, 
anticipating the conſequences that would 
certainly enſue, if ſuch ſeditious papers 
were ſuffered to be in circulation, cauſed 
an advertiſement to be inſerted in Nc. 
„l paper, and i is as follows : n 


— 


„% ONE W Cb RwATB“L J 

* Birmingham, July 11h, 1791. y 

« Whereas a certain ſeditious | 

* and criminal band-bill, intending io in- 
« flame the rainds of the people againſt 2 
Government, was circulated in this Town 
£, on Monday laſt, a Reward of. One Hun- 
6 dred,,Guineas, is hereby offered to; any 


% Writer, Mintel, Publiſher, or, Piſl | 
< tor, ſo that he or they may be convi ay # 
& thereof, 4 


wid: fr OE 75 B. Spencer, w. Villers, 
Carver, Cha. Curtis, . W Fam 


75 » 5 


10 


1 


And the Gentlemen who propoſed meet- 


ing at the Hotel, alſo cauſed the underneath 
to be inſerted in + the lame public 8 


95 " BIRMINGHAM COMM EMORATION 


| « OF THE/ ts ne 
« FRENCH EVOLUTION. 


5 1 Hand: bills having been 


circulated in the Town, which can only 


be intended to create diſlruſt concerning 
the intention of the Meeting, to diſturb 
its harmony, and inflame the minds of 
the. people; the Gentlemen who pro- 


poled it, think it neceſſary to declare 
their entire diſapprobation of all ſuch 
Hand- bills, and their ignorance of the 
Authors, Senſible them ſelves of the Ad- 


vantages of a Bree Government, they 


Tejoice in the extenſion of Liberty, to 


their Neighbours ;: at the ſame lime 
avowing, in the moſt explicit manner, 
their firm Auachment to the Conſtitution 
of their own Country, as veſted in the 
Three Eſtates of King, Lords and Com- 


mons. Surely no Free- born Eugliſhman 


can refrain from exulting in this addition 
to the general mals of human e 


— « It 


# 


Cay) 

It ip the Caufe' of Homaniy ! Ii is the 
1. Cauſe of the Peep bs e A 43-2 
* Birninghan, Juh ; 5 1791,” 

. vis 

This adventifament appears to me, and I 
flatter myſelf will ſo to every impartial | 
judge, not to have the leaſt tendency what- 
ever to create riots or confuſion; on the 
contrary, in my humble opinion, much 
praiſe is due fo thoſe - gentlemen for their 
candid declaration of their attachment to 
their King and country, as by law eſtabliſli- 


F ng - . * 1 4 


cd. But as great pains have been taken by 


perſons of various deſcriptions; to' inflil 


into the minds of a lawleſs deluded multi- 


tnde, that from the improper conduct of 
this Meeting, ſprung the grand engine, or 
ſlimulative that gave rife to, and oceaſioned 
the various alarms and outrages that fol- 
lowed; Facts are ſtubborn things, and 
truth has the pre-eminence over ſalſehood. 
Tt muſt then, doubtleſs, be confeſſed, {what- 9 
ever baſe and fabricated reports may have 
taken place among the pretended friends of 
our awful Sovereign and his Church, they 
having, in no reſpect, proved to tlie world 
any one of their | falfe aſſertions to be 
founded in truth) that their rigorous con- 
duet towards the Diffeners — in A 


he 
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ſonal interference. of the 
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eoneented plan to ideſtroy their perſons aud 
property. whether: right or wrong. The 
various tragical events that will hereaſter 
follow, muſt certainly juſtify me in this 
opinion. ' I Thall now. attend to the meet- 
jag of tbe Friends of WW at — 
s bas aur; 70 iq 9 505 2 21 

. d bt £05 mei 1080 

: On Tbosldey ache 44th af-July, 1797; 
ia conformity to thein i firſt ;advertiſemerit; 
the Gentlemen intending; to::commemorate 
ſhe. French Revolution, aſſe iabled at the 
Hotel, iocthe. amount of ei one. Din- 
ner was ſerved up at three Oclock; and 
between ſive and ſix, after ſeveral toalls had 
been drank,: and a ſew ſongs ſung, the 
company ſeperated, and departed to their 


_ reſpective homes. A;confiderable number 


of. perſons had. aſſembled round the Hotel, 
Previous to the! Gentlemens meeting, and 
on their en the; Hotel there was much 
hiſſing, though ſome few huzzas. At about 
eight o'clock the tumultuous number had 
much increaſed; and regardleſs of the per- 
lrates, forci- 
bly cotered the Hotel, aud broke all the 
windows-1 in wo frotit of that houſe. 
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of: dae kes they ſet it on fire; aogin 
a very thor. period a was adds 10 a Re- 
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About the ſame time tke Old Meetings 
houſe avas sacked by another pariy: they 
tore down the pulpit, pews, and galleries; 


and burnt them in the burying-ground : 


they aſterwarts ſet fre 10 the body of (the 
Meeting, which ; alarmed the neighbour- 
bond to ſo great a degree, that the inhahi- 
tants removed their. ſurniture and property 
out of cheir honſes, for ſafety, Some gen- 
emen at this time interfered, and at their 
tarueſt requeſ}, „the mob permitted the en- 
gine which Was then — to play on 
the the adjoining buildings: fortunately a1 

this 11me there was tithe wind ſtirring, others 
wiſe: the con flagraiion mult have proved fa» 
tal io many: —lIt will:be here — — to 
obfenve, in order: to ſhe the reab cauſe tho 
mob had in- view, that a vaſt quantity ol 
lead, iron; and various other articles, were 
taken away by ithem/ with as much uncon- 
rn 2 10 a been their own Private 
1 D118 0 iA 30] 5212 Vd 


ed 1d lo 3601! 21 ui enobotye 
A confidterable time before the Old Meet- 
ing was burnt doiws; abe pridcipab-ting- 


— left that 3 diced their 


courle 
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bee Do Prieftley's, at Falr-Hill, whoſd 


ſtroyed. Thus, in the courſe of 'a few 


ta 1 f 


houſe; together with afl in: furnitate; the 
beſt part "af his valuable library, bis ſtill 
more valuable collection of philoſo phicat 
inſtruments and apparatus, as alſo all his 
mariuſeripts;. together -with= ther Property 
—— vale; "weve entirely de- 


hours, a Reverend Divine, an orusmeat to 


his country, and a real friend to mankind; 


was deprived . of valuables; which in alt 
probability he will never have it in his 
power to replace; and the world at large 
has fill ſuſtained a worſe-lofs, by being de- 
prived of having the reſult of the Do@or's 
labours for years paſt, committed to print. 
Here one * loſt his wy and: others were 


mach wand... 


Fridey e the 1 _ 4 Dr: 
priellley s a party of the Rieters proceeded 
to the country reſidence of John Taylor, 
Kiq. at Bordeſley-Hall; andthe remainder 
enmered the town, armed with bludgeons, 
. and vociſerating Cure and Ning: 
thoy ſpread a terror Wherever they ap- 
peared. Thoſe that went to Mr. Ta olle 
aftey exhauſting the contents of his cellar, 


und accepting fiſteen guineas-worth-6f ale, 


vo he delvered them av three differeut pubs 
3 | 2 2 FE lic 


* 


Cn 


It-houfes: in Deritend, they agreed that his 


bouſe.ſhould remain; unmoleſted. Perhaps 
fach a ſcene: of intoxication dealer e 
e took. place. „iD biden! = 


Sx SS 
* 1284 iii ; 


(The party that e eee joined A 
hers} about o O clock (after various no- 
blemen and gentlemen had uſed evety ex- 
ertion io reſtore peace ànd trauquility, and 
to prevent fariher devaſlations) attacked 
the elegant manſion of Mr. Ryland, (late 
Baſkerville's) at Eaſy- Hill: Nagy of che 


Rioters loſt their lives, others were much 


maimed and bruiſed, and were ſent to the 
Holpital, and ten dead bodies have been 


fince dug out of the ruins. A ſingular 
eircumſtance occurred at this place: a man, 
who had remained immured in one of che 


vaults from the Friday, worked his way 


out on ibe Monday ſollowing, but Won 


Sher expired on the 879. #75 en 


3 bs Magiieates,! hill Mr, Ry: 
Jand's bouſc was burning, anxious io pre- 


ferve ihe town from ſurther outrages, cauſed 


a number of me inhabitants to be ſworn in 
as additional Conſtables: a party of them, 


with more zeal than conduct, proceeded to 


Mr. Ryland's, but after. a ſevere- conflit 
they were comms: off by the. awieds: ban- 
* _ diiti 
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diui then aſſembled. II che Conſlablex. 
inſtead of falling on: the Rioiers with their 


ſlicks immediately on ibeir arrival, bad 
remonſtrated | with them on: their miſcon- 
duct, they in all probability migbt have 
rendered much ſervice; but as they adopted 
the former inſtead: of the latter, the good 


intention was entirely deſtroyed. As moſt 


of the well-meaning and peaceable inbabt- 
tants of this town appeared to be of opinion. 
that the Rioters meant only io dixect their 
vengeance-againſt. the gemlewen who com- 
poſed the meeting at the Hotel, in this it is 
now . ſound they: have been much miſlaken;; 
for neither Dr. red nor nn _—_ 
were n 10 1 d tas 


--Noterielflaridion': the ackiwndeds 155 
aber with which the party of Rioters, that 
went to Mr. Taylor's in he morning) bad 
been treated, and che promiſe they had made 
that the houſe ſhould remain ſafe and ſecute, 
yet ſuch was the fixed determination of 
theſe inioxicated depredaiors, that they now 
-pohtively inſiſted that the houſe ſhould come 
down. Certain inſormation of their! real 
intention having been received, in town, 
another party of the inhabitants, who bad 
been ſworn in Conſtables, headed by Cap- 
tain Carver and others,: repaired; to Mr. 
111 2 Taylor's 
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Faylors houſe, On eniering the gates, tho 
ſcene that preſeſited iiſelf was 'ſuchithat 1 
believe ſeẽ people: ever beheld before. 
Hundreds of the Rioters lying ſenſeleſsly on 
the ground and in the. cellar, intoxicated 
wich liquor. Gaptain Carver, unn 
ge aided: by the Conſtables, with 
fair words, and ſome hard blows; | foon 
diſperſed the numerous lawleſs intruders, 
mean thoſe that were able 10 ſtand) by 
which means the Captain and his party 
retained poſſeſſion for ſome time, in which 
Interval ſome of Mr. Taylor's property was 
removed from off the premiſes.— The 
Rioters having now gained additional 
ſtrength by the party from Mr. Ryland's, 
again took poſſeſſion: all reſiſtance a 

peared ineffectual; '' though many blows 
took place, and numbers of the real friends 
0 Qharch and King were very voughly 
-handled, However, to the honour of 
Captain Carver, I cannot omit mentioning, 
(having beer an eye witneſs myſcli) that he 
made uſe of every effort ihat could tend 10 
Preſerve, at the riſque of his life; this beau- 
tiſal edifice; but alt io no purpoſe!;”! for 


aſiet the elegant furniture had been moſtly 


carried off by the maltitude; and fome 
mall part deſtroyed, this ſpacious manſtorl, 
I ed wirkt che out- offices, richs of hay, 

Kc. fell 


* 
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Ca} 
ke. fell'a- factifice to n bandiui of: Jawlefs 


ſingularly diſtreſſing : chat genilaman and 
his ſamily having been ahſent from home 
upwards of three weeks, and did not know 
of his property having beep. deſttoyed uni 
bis arrival, which was on the next 18 5 


iy | Onie 0 . 1 forgot. to 
mention, which ought not to be omitted; 
and that is, by the. interpoſition of the Rev. 
Mr. Curtis, and Mr. Carles, the draper, 


| proceeding to Mr. Taylor's, to return to 
town, whieli they did, headed by the above 
gentlemen. On their arrival at the Bull - 
Ring, Mr. Curtis exhorted them to retutu 
peaceably to their reſpective homes; they 
huzza'd him, and followed him into New- 
Street. From their then behaviour, many 
Vs led 10/ believe they would: have diſ- 
8 * However, the friends to peace and 
good order were ſoon deeeived in their ex · 
pectations, for no ſoonet had Mr. Curtis 
left them, ihan they inſtantly. repaired and 
vented their rage on 0 1 5 Proper 
as above ſlated. - 
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itripped 


dopredatars. . The eaſe of Mr. Taylor is 


they prevailed on the Rioters, who were 


4 This 22 We houſe of Mr. Hate 4 
1 3 thgh-Street, was entered, and 'compleaily 


1 3 
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kripped of is ſutuiture, à larze ſlöck ot 
aper, and a very valuable library of 
s; This deptedation S committed 
— by: boys and proſſitutes. A woman 
made an attempt to fire che hõouſe, but was 
nd bY eee 172 T9 el to 
Saturday morning. the 16h. 3 Mr. 
Hutton's houfe in town, they proceeded' to 
his country houſe at Walhwood- Heath, 
by with ius 09 nene ce 
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The ocalios: ai Mr. Hunton's He BY fo 
obnoxious i the: Rioters, did nat , ariſe 
from religious principles, but on account of 
his being an attive Comumildnct at the 
. 1 LOR yids 2382 0 
SY 470: 83 PIE _ 4 
The "EY morning the: Rictess 2 
Mack on the elegant houſe of Mr. George | 
Humphreys, at ' Spark-Brook,/ but were ret 
pulſed;'! and one man killed, The mobs 
however] ſoon after entered the bouſe; and 
after ranſacking it of iis valuable furaiure, 
deftrgyigg: all the inſide work, breaking all 
the windows, and doing diher miſchief, 
uy went off Woes burning 3 it. 
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the fame fate of the others already mention · 
ed, arofe from the following circumſtance: 
about two out of five of the mob were for 
burning, ihe remainder were ſor having it 
preſerved, allędging, that Mr. Humphreys 
was the beſt friend the manufacturers had in 
town; that he kept' many of their 'families 
from ſtarving, and on that account his 
houſe ſhould receive no farther CP 
thaw: what had Are been gong to it. 


| From Mr. Huwp hrey TY the Ricters's wend 
to the houſe, 0 ;of * Yi, Ruſſell; Eſq. at 
Showell- Green! iv Ti che o 
and buildings, "they conſumed ; and ſuch 
was the rapidity and violence of the fare, 
that only a few of the walls remain as a 


monument of th their villiany. Fon ir — 4 


ESI AI . nn 

Mr. Ruſſell, I believe, was one of the © 
Gentlemen who compoſed ihe Meeting at 
the Hotel, and the only one that attended 
that Meeting, whoſe” property became ſo 


D 


The next ſcene of Deſlrudion that took 
place was at the houſe of Mr. T. Hawkes, 


at Moſeley-Wake-Green ; and although the - 


Rioters had extorted from that Genileman 2 
D | ſung 


great a prey to the Rioters, agvheather Sen 


Jo Xx 7.5 
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= / ſum of money, in order that his houſe might 
| be preſerved, they now firipped it of its 
windows, books, and furniture, moſt part 
of which was carried off, and that little 
| which was left was broke in pieces. 


| Ne: Lat. 


1 1 he Rioters next object was to wreak 
| 5 ” way ou T: 4 \ 


A their vengeance on Moſeley-Hall, another 
country ſeat of Mr. Taylor's, but occupied 
by the Dowager Counteſs of Carhampton, 
to whom they had given previous notice to 
remove her effects ; her Ladyſhip complied 
with their requeſt; and in the evening this 
large and valuable ſtone manſion, together 
with all the out-offices, hay-ricks, &c. was 
totally deſtroyed. 


It is a lamentable circumſtance to think, 
that after having. deſtroyed Mr. Taylor's 
houſe at Bordeſley, that the lawleſs rabble 
ſhould ſeek for further vengeance on a Gen- 
tleman who had never done them any harm; 
on che contrary, he has been the occaſion of 

; rendering to the town ellential ſervice. 


The houſe of Mr. ths * neigh- ; 
24 bourhood of Moſeley, was allo burnt and , 


1 - | | Z | 
* * The How: Mr. Hobſon' * a Diſſenting Mi-. 
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niſter, on the Moſeley road, ſhared the ſame 
„ | 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the terror and 


diſtreſs which pervaded the whole town this 


day, while theſe dreadfal ſcenes were acting; 
it will be beiter conceived than deſcribed. 
Buſineſs was entirely at a ſtand, and the 
ſhops in general ſhut up ;—the Magiſtrates 
had tried every means of perſuaſion, but to 
no purpoſe :;—large bills were fluck up, re- 
queſting all perſons to retire to their reſpec- 
tive homes, without having the deſired ef- 
fet ;—the approach of the military was un- 
certain ;—the Rioters, with blue cockades 
in their hats, appeared in ſmall parties in 


all parts of the town, levying contributions. 


on the inhabitants; if any had the ſpirit to 
Teſuſe, their houſes was threatened with de- 
ſtruction ;—and the priſoners confined for 
theft, and other miſdemeanors, as well as 
thoſe in confinement for ſmall debts, were 
all liberated by ſome of theſe ſmall parties. 
The main body, however, kept out of the 
town; and I ſincerely believe, the judicious 
conduct of the Magiſtrates, in the appoint- 
ment of ſo many Conſtables, and the ſevere 
drubbing which many of the Rioters re- 
ccived at Mr. Taylor's, and other places, was 
the real cauſe of their not making their ap- 

D 2 pearance 


Pearance again; but kept going on into 
the country, committing their daring out? 
rages at ſuch places they were moſt ſure of 
meeting with the leaſt 3 ; . for,” 


On Sunday morning, the 17th ol July, 
we find the Rioters at King's-Wood, ſeven 
miles diſtance from town, extorting money 
and liquors, and what elſe they could get at, 
from the peaceable inhabitants, as they paſ. 
ſed along. At King's-Wood hey deſtroyed 
the Diſſenting Meermg-houſe, and the dwel- 
ling-houſe of the Miniſter ; as alſo the pre- 
miſes of Mr. Cox, farmer, at Workock. 


2 s 
; 'G 1 x Another party we find the ſawe ddy at 
Edgbaſton- Hall, the reſidence 'of Di. Wi- 
mM ö —4hering, (although they had been there the 
Ptiecceding day) ranſacking and plundering 
the houſe of furniture, &c, There is not 
q the leaſt doubt that the houſe would have 
5 been deſtroyed, had not an account arrived 
il at that moment, that the miliary were come, 
or near approaching to town: on this in- 
ſormation the Rioters diſperſed - Conſcious 
of their guilt, they vaniſhed much quicker 
15 they at firſt aſſembled. 


This night, ſoon aſter ten, three troops 
of the Fificenth Light Dragoons arrived, 
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amidſi che acclamations of thouſands of che 


alo is 
uts 7 
> of | 


ta) 


| inhabitants. The town was immediately 


illuminated, and before morning * thing 
appeared tolerabyquiei. | 


The arrival of the military not t only diſk- 


pated the apprehenſions of the inhabitants, 


but immediately reſtored tranquility to the 


2X town, in which there has been neither riot 
or diſturbance ſince. 


The Rioters who committed the 3 


& tions at King's- Wood, continued their route 


towards King's-Norton, Bromſgrove, and 


X Halcs-Owen, dividing themſelves into ſmall 


parties. At moſt houſes they came io —_ 
AVG... pillaged. And on 1 


the Rioters aſſaulted Mr. Male's houſe, at 


f Belle Vue, near the Leaſowes. The people 


in the neighbourhood, with a becoming dpi- 
rit, aſſembled, overpowered the Rioiers, and 
took ten of them ptiſoners; ſince which 
this lawlefs bandiui, Which had the two 
Preceeding days fo much alarmed and ter- 
Tified the country, has not ſince been heard 
of; the Light Horſe having ſcoured the 


country upwards of ten miles round, but 


did not meet wich one Rioter. The manu- 
| factories 


Tueſday. the 19th of Joly N Wk & 95 


* 


> wa! 


fatqries are at this time! at work, and all 
trades and buſineſſes are now going forward 


in that peaccable and orderly; manner be- 


coming true and loyal ſukjects to King and 
Country, and as it no interrupiion. had 
taken place. im £1.36 levins »4:1 


As there were various other houſes in 
the neighbourhood. of the town, beſides 
thoſe already noticed as being deſtroyed, 
that were aflaulted and pillaged during the 
tumults, but which were ſaved from com- 
pleat deſtruction, either by the exertions 
and peſuaſions of the neighbours, or by the 
gift of money or liquor. Among theſe that 
particularly ſuffered, were the houſes of Mr. 
T. Ruſſell, near Moſeley; of Mr. Harry 
Hunt, at Lady-Wood; of the Rev. Mr. 
Coates, at the Five-Ways; and Mr. Smith's 
houſe, (Hay-Hall.) Mr, Jukes having inti- 


mation that his houſe near the Green Lanes 


was to be attacked, very prudently the-night 
before removed all his furniture, liquors, 
&c. took out his ſaſhes and window-frames, 
and conveyed whatever the. Rioters were 
likely to pull down to a place of ſecurity x 
ſo that when they arrived, either ſuppoſing 
another party had been before them, or not 
chooſing to waſlle their time on a place that 
afforded no plunder, they leſt it untouched; 


and 
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and by this manceuvre Mr. Jukes ſaved: his 


habitation. 


Wedneſday, the 20th of July. Three 


troops of the Eleventh Regiment of Light 
Dragoons, and on Friday three troops of 
# the Firſt Regiment of Dragoon Guards, 
| marched into town. Colonel De Lancey 
arrived, with an Aid du Camp, on Tueſ- 
day, from the King, to take command of 


the military; and ſuch was his Majeſty's 


& anxiety to provide for the ſecurity of this 
& ncighbourhood, that he had given orders 
for a vaſt number of troops to march for 


our relief, from different quarters. Tran- 
quility being happily reſtored, the progreſs 
ol the greater part of them, it is ſuppoſed, 


will be ſtopped. 


Monday, the 25th of July. Our Magi- 


ſtrates, the Rev. Dr. Spencer and Joſeph 


Carles, Eſq. have been unwearied in their 


| official attentions during the whole of theſe 
X tumultuous proceedings; and have been 

22 aided by the perſonal advice and attendance 
of the following 
7 and Gentlemen, of this and the neighbour- 
ing counties: the Earl of Aylesford, the 
IF Earl of Plymouth, Captain Finch, Sir Ro- | 
bert Lawley, Mr. Cecil, Mr. Moland, Mr. 


Noblemen, Magiſtrates, 


Digby, 
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Digby,. Mr. Holbecke, Mr. Lewis, Mr, 
Dixon; and Mr. Woodcock. 11 


Many of che Rioters are den is cuſtody; 
and this day his Majeſty's Iuſtices fit at the 
Swan Inn, to receive informations; An 
eminent Counſel, with the Treaſury Solici- 
tor, and Mr. Juſſice Bond, one of the acting 
Magiſtrates belonging ta the Public Office 


In Bow-Street, are arrived from London, 


to aſſiſt them in their enquiries into the ori- 
gin and cauſe of the unfortunate tranſactions 


here related; ſor the purpoſe, il report ſays 


true, that ſome proper and dignified mea- 
* fure may be purſued in , conſequence 
* thereof, io ſhew the ſenſe of Govern- 
ment. and prevent the like mae in Wy 
" ture,” | 3 i 


Before I cloſe this Narrative, I beg leave 
to inform my readers, by the advice of 
many well-wiſhers to truth, I mean to add, 


The Letters of Mr. Kier, reſpecting the 
Meeting at the Hotel, and the Toaſls given 


at that place; the refutation of William 
Ruſſell, Eſq. of a fallacious account of the 
Toaſls, &c, given in a London print; aud. 


Dr. Prieſtley's Lever o the inhabitants of 


3 as it is conceived from the 
contenis 


( $3 / 

Mr. contents thereof, ſuch. information may. be 
derived as will, it is ſuppoſed, at a certainty, 
with what has been already advanced on 
ide ſubject, put it out of all manner of 
doubt, that the conduct of the Gemlemen 
who attended the Commemoration of the 

| French Revolution, at the Hotel, was ſuch 
as in no reſped deviated from the character 
of true and loyal ſubjects to our molt gra- 
cious King, and conſequently they cannot, 
in any point of view, be confidered by the 
real well-wiſhers to their King and Country, 
as the authors, promoters, or cauſe of the 
late Riots: if this be admitted, it muſt na- 
I tucally follow, that the fountain from 
& whence theſe troubles and devaſtations took 
their riſe, ſprang from a premeditated plan, 
concerted by ſome perſon or perſons un- 
known, who muſt have committed their ſe- <q 
eret intentions to a lawleſs mob, who wanted | 
only a pretence for depredation. 


Mr, Ken's 
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Mr. KEIR's Letter, addreſſed to the Printer of the 
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* Birmingham and Stafford Chronicle, giving an Account 
. of the Metting held at the Hotel. 


12 | — 4 
3 FR - ; 15 22 | : 2 
Ar. Printer, | - 14554 
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K ASI find that many groſs falſhoods have 
been circulated through the country, in order to in- 
flame the minds of the people, concerning the meeting 
held laſt Thurſday, to commemorate the French Re- 
volution, I. will beg leave to ſtate what I myſelf have 
had occaſion to know reipecting that ſubject. Some 
gentlemen in Birmingham had propoſed by an adver- 
tiſement in the newſpapers, to hold a meeting of the 
friends of liberty and of mankind, at the Hotel, to 
commemorate the French Revolution, in the ſame 
manner as was done in London, and many other parts 
in the Kingdom. Two days before the time appointed 
for this meeting, a very reſpectable gentleman called 
on me, and ſaid he came to tell me that it was the 
general wiſh of thoſe who intended to meet, that I 
ſhould be their chairman on the occaſion. I accepted 
the compliment,” and promiſed to come to Birming- 
ham to attend; never conceiving that a peaceable 
meeting, for the purpoſe of rejoicing that Twenty- 
fix millions of our fellow creatures were reſcued from 
deſpotiſm, and made as free and as happy as we Bri- 
tons are, could be miſinterpreted as being offenſive to 
a goverment, whoſe greateſt boaſt is liberty; or to 
any who profeſs the Chriſtian religion, which orders 
us to leve our neighbours as ourſelves, We accordingly 
met and dined with the greateſt peace and harmony, 
and after drinking ſome toaſts, expreflive in the firſt 
place of our loyalty to our own King and Conſtitution, 


and in the ſecond place, of our joy at the. happineſs 


which the French have acquired by their new Conſti- 
tution, we gifjolved the meeting entirely, in the grea _ 
TE IS AE 24 Þbs 7 kw order, 


5 


627 


order, between five and ſix in the evening, and quit- ; 


ted the Hotel, every man retiring ſeparately to his 
home, or to his private affairs. I returned to my 
houſe in the country, nor knew of the diſturbances 
till next day. Fhe meeting in London was conducted 
with the ſame decorum; nor has there been an in- 
ſtance, as far as I know, in the many ſimilar meet- 
ings throughout England, of the ſmalleſt irregularity 


IX attempted by them. Now, Mr. Printer, as actions 
are the beſt interpreters of mens” intentions, it is evi- 


dent that the malicious infinuations, that theſe-meet- 


ö | diſloyal and ſeditious toaſts. 
that was given was The King and the Conſtitutian. I 


| ings were intended to diſturb the peace and govern- 


ment of the country, have been by the event proved 


o be falſe and groundleſs. 


I have lately heard that it is reported that we drank 
Now the very firſt Toaſt 


do not know any words in the Engliſh language ex- 
preſſive of greater loyalty. And one of the laſt Toaſts 
was Peace and Good-will to all Mankind, which can- 
not eaſily be interpreted to excite people to tumult. 


I ſhall hereafter publiſh a lift of all the Toaſts, which 
vere altogether in the ſame ſpirit of Loyalty, Peace, 
and Charity. : 


A ſecond report is, that Juſtice Carles was inſulted 


and turned out of the room. The fact is, that Juſtice 
Carles never was in the room, and therefore it is not 
eaſy to conceive how he could be turned out. I will 
add, that I have not the ſmalleſt doubt, that if that 
= gentleman had come, he would have been received 
WE with due reſpet. 5 ö > 


A third falſe report was, that a Seditious Hand- 


vill had been diſtributed by the members of the meet- 


* | ing, on ſome preceding day. 


A ſeditious, and truly 


infamous hand-bill had been diſtributed, it is true, but 
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by whom written or diſtributed is not known. It is 
* E 2 | | heartily 
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heartily. to be wiſhed that the perſons concerned may 
be diſcovered and puniſhed according to law. As 
ſoon as the gentlemen of Birmingham, who had con- 
certed the Commemoration Meeting, ſaw this hand- 
bill, they perceived that the effect, and perhaps the 
intention of it, was to inflame the mob againſt them, 

and they immediately puliſhed in the Thurſday's newſ- 
paper, an advertiſement declaring their diſavowal of 
this hand-bill, and their own loyal attachment to the 
King, Lords, and Commons, They alſo ſent hand- bills, 
with copies of this advertiſement, all over Birming- 
bam. It was not poflible for them to do any thing 
more effectual to prevent any bad effects from this 
ſeditious paper, or to reſcue themſelves from the ca- 
lumny of their being the authors of it. 


The laſt falſe report that I have heard relative to 
that meeting, is concerning Dr, Prieſtley's behaviour 
there. To this I ſuppoſe it will be ſufficient to an 
ſwer, that Dr. Prie/lley was not preſent, © 3 


Theſe are all the reports which I have heard, but I 
doubt not there may be many others, of the truth of 
which every man of common ſenſe will judge from 
what I have ſaid, of thoſe which have come to my 
knowledge. Nevertheleſs, theſe falſe reports are all 
pretences for the late horrible riots; but the event 
thews that they were only pretences, and that the Diſ- 
ſenters were the true object of the fury of the mob, 
as many of thoſe gentlemen who have ſuffered from 
the riots, were not preſent. For the buſineſs of the 
Commemoration Meetings had nothing to do with 
religious diſtinctions, and were in other parts com- 
poſed of Church-men, Catholics, and Diſſenters. It 
is true, that in Birmingham the majority were Diſ- 
ſenters; but it is evident that they did not wiſh it to 
be diſtinguiſhed as a party meeting, when they did me 
the honour to chuſe me as their chairman, who, it is 
evident, muſt have conformed, in order to ck 
a. myie 
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| 
| 
ü 


- ( 29) 


| -myſelf for the commiſſions which I have held in the 

army, to all the formalities preſcribed by the teſt act, 
and who never was preſent. in a Diſſenting meeting 
above once or twice in England; although I have the 
greateſt regard for the Diſſenting individuals whom 1 
know, among whom are ſeveral of the late unfortu- 
nate victims, men as peaceable, reſpectable, and loyal, 

as any in the kingdom. But as the ſubject of the 
to the Commemoration Meeting was quite unknown to the 
-bills, p ignorant part of the people, it gave an opportunity of 
ming- raiſing any lies that were neceſſary to inflame the mob 
thing to execute their horrid purpoſes, But that the pro- 
n this ceedings of the meeting were innocent, peaceable and 
he ca- honourable, and alſo free from every ſubject relative 
co religious parties, I ſolemnly affirm. 


ive to I am, Mr. Printer, 
VIOUr BY #2 | | 
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| JAMES KEIR. 
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event M.. Ruſſell's Refutation of a fallacious Account of the 
 Diſ- 8 Toafis, &c. given in a London Print, called The 
mob, Times, at the late Gallie Commemoration Dinner at 
from the Hotel, Birmingham; addreſſed to the Editor of the 
f = E... Star, @ London Paper. _ 
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„It SIR, 


Diſ- Le | 

it to | BEING in London, and ſeeing in The Temes 
id me of yeſterday the moſt atrocious calumny, that ever was 
it is laid before the public, I fedl it myduty immediately to 
ualify cContradict it in the moſt pointed terms, I do therefore 


declare, 


1ſelf k 
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TP? 
declare, that the narrative. of the proceedings of the 
Birmingham Conſtitutional Dinner is materially un- 
true, and that the account given of the firſt Toaſt is 


a moſt flagrant falſehood. The firſt at the n in 
Wet a, was, The King and Conſlitution. a 


; The Meeting broke up and diſſolved. without, the 
leaſt riot or diſturbance. —That the public may judge, 
whether the proceedings of the day and the I oaſts 
were or were not reprehenſible, the following true 
narrative is now produced, the m and um 
As which I will youch for. | 


The proceedings of the day were ende {cs an 
Advertiſement! in the Birmingham Chronicle, publiſhed 
that morning, of which the following i is a copy: | 


BIRMINGHAM COMME MORT ION OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION. | 


Several Hand- bills having been circulated in the 
& Town, which can only be intended to create diſtruſt 
concerning the intention of the Meeting, to diſturb 
its harmony and inflame the minds of the people, 
the Gentlemen who propoſed it, think it neceſſary 
© to declare their entire diſapprobation of all ſuch” 
Hand- bills, and their ignorance of the authors; 
<« Senſible themſelves of the advantages of a F. ree 
„Government, they rejoice in the extenſion of Liberty 
„to their Neighbours, at the ſame time avowing in 
<« the moſt explicit manner, their firm attachment to 
te the Conſtitution as veſted in the Three Eſtates of 
<« King, Lords, and Commons: Surely no Free- born 
« Engliſhman can refrain from exulting in this addition 
to the general maſs of human happineſs; it is the 
+ cauſe of Humanity, it is the cauſe of the People.” 
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In the morning, however, after this was publiſhed, 
many rumours of the probability of riot were brought 
to the friends of the Meeting; and as there was too 


wa much reaſon to think that means had been uſed to pro- 
A mote one, they determined to poſtpone the intended 
uh Dinner, and accordingly agreed to put it off, and pre- 
*. pared a hand- bill for that purpoſe, of which'the fol- 
4 lowing is a copy: ne 
ſts « INTENDED COMMEMORATION 
rk « OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
52 * The Friends of the intended Feſtivity finding 
2 cc that their views and intention, in conſequence of 
an « being miſconceived by ſome, and miſrepreſented by 
cd « Others, have created an alarm in the minds of the 
| « majority of the town, and it is thought, endangered 
e its tranquility, inform their neighbours, that they 
TE c value the peace of town, far beyond the gratification 
« of a Feſtival, and therefore have determined to give 
« up their intentions of dining at the Hotel upon this 
the * occaſion; and they very gladly improve this re- 
uſt «© 'newed opportunity of declaring that they are to. this 
rb * hour entirely ignorant of the Author, Printer, or 
le, “ Publiſher, of the inflammatory Hand- bill circulated 
1 4 « on Monday.” | 2 
ch | 
* This was ſent to the Printer, but before he had 
ee compoſed it, Mr. Dadley, the maſter of the Hotel, at- 
** | tended in conſequence of having the dinner counter- 
25 manded; and repreſented, that he was ſure there was 
to no danger of any tumult, and recommended that the 
of dinner might be had as was intended; only propoſing, 
ro that the gentlemen ſhould take care to break up early, 
on and then all danger would be avoided. This meaſure 
he was then adopted, and orders given to the Printer to 
ſuppreſs the hand- bill. Accordingly there was a 
5 meeting of eighty- one gentlemen, inhabitants of the 
| town and neighbourhood, at the Great Room in the 
15 8 Hotel, 
a 
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Hotel, where they dined and paſſed the afternoon with 
that focial, temperate, and benevolent feſtivity, which 


the conſideration of the great event that has diffuſed 
liberty and happineſs — a large a of the hu- 
man race, inſpired. 


The following Toaſts were drank, and were agrees 
ably intermixed with ſongs, compoſed and ſung by 
ſome of the Company. | 


1. The King and Conſtitution. 


2. The National aſſembly and Patriots of France, 
whoſe virtue and wiſdom have raiſed twenty-ſix mil - 


lions from the mean condition of ſubjects of deſpo- 


tiſm, to the dignity-and happineſs of freemen. 


3. The majeſty of the people. 


4. May the New Conſtitution of France be ren- 
dered perfect and perpetual. 


5. May Great Britain, Ireland, and France, unite 
in perpetual friendſhip, and may "their only rivalſhip 
be the extenſion of peace and liberty, wiſdom and vir- 


tue. 


6. The rights of Man. May all nations have the 
wiſdom to underſtand, and the courage to aſſert and 


defend them. 


7. The true Friends of the n of this 
Country, who wiſh to preſerve. its Nen by —— 
ing its abuſes. © 


8. May at of Eng land never ceaſe to re- 
. till their Parliama becomes a true * 


tional — 


1 9. The 


with 
which 
ffuſed 
e hu. 


2 
g by 


ance, 
mils 
eſpo- 


ren- 


_ 


in, in a new ſtyle of 8 
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10. The United States. of * May they for 
ever enjoy the ber * pegs; have ſo IG 
acquired; 1 34 


11. May the later Revoletton in Poland prove the 
harbinger of a more perfect ſyſtem- of ks extend= 


ing to that great kingdom: 


12. May the Nations of. 1 become ſo ** 
lightened 8 never more to be deluded into ſavage 
wars, by the _ ene of their rulers. 


3. May the Coane. never 2 unſheathed,; but * 


| he y'S and liberty of our country, and then, may 
every man caſt away the As until the people are 


ſafe and free, 


14. To the glorious memory of Hampden and Syd- 
ney, and other heroes of all ages and L who 


have fought and bled for liberty. 


15. To the memory of Dr. Price, = of all thoſe 


4 Jilluftrious ſages who have enlightened mankind on the 


true principles of civil ſociety. 


16. Peace aud good-will to al mankind, 


* 


77. Proſperity to the town of Birmingham. 


18. A happy Meeting to all the Friends of Liberty 


on the 14th of July, 1792. 


It is but juſtice to the liberality and public ſpirit of 
an ingenious Artiſt of this town to mention, that he 
decorated the room upon this occaſion with three ele- 
ant emblematic pieces of Sculpture, mixed with 
The central 

piece 


( 34 ) 


piece was a finely executed medallion of his Majefty, 
encircled with a Glory, on each fide of which was an 
alabaſter ' Obeliſk — one exhibiting Gallic Liberty 
breaking the bands of Deſpotiſm, and the other re- 
preſenting Britiſh Liberty in its preſent enjoyment, 


A truly reſpectable Gentleman, a Member of the 
_ Church of England, was Chairman—others of that 
profeſſion were of the company; nor was a fingle 
ſentiment uttered, or, I believe, conceived, that would 
hurt the feelings of any one friend to Liberty and 
good Government, under the happy Conſtitution we 
are bleſſed with in this Anga aver this to be a 
true and juft repreſentation of the proceedings, which 
have been fo ſcandalouſly miſrepreſented in the paper 
above mentioned; eee {TE 23019000 6 
And am, Sir, 
Vour moſt obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM RUSSELL. 
London, Tuly 20, 1791. 


"a o».: * * * * bl 
2 4 . * 
w - Y a — 1 & 7 . 


Mr. Krig's Second Letter, addreſſed to the Printer o 
Aris's Birmingham Gazette, giving an' Account of the 
Toaſts at the Hotel, with his Obſervations thereon, 


8 — 


8 - 


| J 


* 


Mr. Printer, 


1 BEG leave to acquaint the Public with 
the proceedings of the meeting, held at the Hotel in 
chis town, on the 14th of July, for celebrating the 
French Revolution. As the Toafts then drank; have 
been wonderfully miſrepreſented, and brought into 
| - more 
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vas an 


iberty | 


er re- 


ent, 


of the 


pf that | 
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nan ingenious artiſt of this town, to mention, that he 
decorated the room upon this occaſion, with three 
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more conſequence by the late riots than they other 
wiſe would merit, I think it neceſſary to add ſuch re- 


marks as may be requifite to ſhew their true ſpirit and 
i 2769 br es SE I 

Eighty-one gentlemen, inhabitants of the town and 
neighbourhood, met at the great room in the Hotel, 


| where they dined and paſſed the afternoon, with that 
ſocial, temperate, and benevolent feſtivity which the 


conſide ration of the great event, that has diffuſed haps 
pineſs and liberty among a large portion of the human 
race, inſpired, 4 Tk T3 : | * | #4 


It is but juſtice to the liberality and public ſpirit of 


elegant emblematic! pieces, of ſculpture, mixed with 
painting, in a new ſtyle of compoſition. The central 
piece was a finely executed medallion of his 44aje/ty, 
encircled wwith.a Glory, on each fide of which was an 


| alabaſter pbeli{k ;; one exhiþiting Gallic liberty break» 


ing the bonds of deſpotiſm, and the other repreſenting. 
Britiſb liberty in its preſent enjoyment. 5 


The following Toaſts were drank, and were agree - 


ably intermixed with ſongs, compoſed and ſung by 


ſome of the Company. 


_— oy 4 
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543120 The Eing and Conſtitution. 
It is the duty of all loyal ſubjects to ſupport the 


| Conſtitution, as it is, even if there be ſome leſs per- 


fea: parts in which a reformation may be wiſhed.” But 
ſuch a reformation onght to be wiſhed to take place by 
legal means, and not by tumults. It was with the 
fame view:;of-reprobating all thoughts of introducing 


kreformations by violence, that I had occaſion, in a 


former publication, * to remark upon Mr. Burke's 
* Life of Mr. Day. | 


* F 4 


. 
pamphlet, that if he vilified the French revolution in 
order to deter us from following the ſame example, 
his fears were unneceſſary; becauſe Happily the 
< ſame neceſſity does not exiſt in this country. For 
© although our government may not be the beſt po/- 
e ſible, it is certainly too good to riſk any public con- 
*. yulſion, in hopes of a better, or to attempt any 
* other change than ſuch as may naturally follow 
*© from the progreſſive advancement and extenſion of 
knowledge among the people, by which our conſti- 
cc tution may be rather reſtered tõ its true principles, 
« which are excellent, and farther imprved and 
< adapted to the cultivated genius of the age, than 
« altered or 'overturned.” "Theſe, " then} were the 
ſentiments which I declared and avowed in , time of 
more deliberation, and before“ che preſent' occaſion 
could ſuggeſt them; namely, that the principles of 
our conſtitution are excellent; that the only reforma- 
tion wanted, is ſuch as ſhall reſtore the conſtitution to 
theſe principles, but ſhall net alter or overtarn it; 
und that no reformation ought to be attempted by 
violence. If any one afk, Wat are theſe Principles 
of the conſtitution that are: excellent, I anſwer, it is 
the diviſion of the Sovereign power into three inde- 
pendent eſtates, King, Lords, and Repreſentatives of 
the people. Theſe principles require that the repre- 
ſentation of the people ſhould be equal, that is, that 
equal numbers ſhould ſend an equal number of mem- 
bers to Parliament; ad upon theſe principles? the 
conſtitution was originally formed, but the changes 
which time has introduced has unhinged all this equa- 
lity. Old Sarum, now reduced to a ſingle houſe, 
ſends two members, while Birmingham, as a town 
With its ſeventy thouſand inhabitants, ſends no repre- 
ſentative. Little boroughs will generally ſell their 
"votes to the beſt bidder: large bodies of men cannot 
be bribed. A more equal repreſentation is the only 
means of obtaining a more independant parliament, 
and has always been the object which the moſt inde- 
2 pendent 
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pendent and patriotic: men in every part of England 
have endeavoured to obtain by petitions and remon- 
Riranced to parliament, but bitherto- without ſucceſs, ., 


2. „The proſperity ans zmthortality 6H the glorious 
tem of Government ratified in the Champ de Mars 
on the ever memorable 14th"0f July, 1790 i . 

＋ he National aſſembly and Patriots of F rance, 
ht virtue and wiſdom have raiſed twenty-ſix mil- 
lions from the mean condition of ſubjects of deſpo- 
tim, to the dignity" and PLAN of freemen. | 


4. The majeſty of the people 


«By this RFF is meant the Arnity and impor- 
tance of the people, for whoſe good all governments 
ought to be inſtituted. The majeſty of the people is 
a « parliamentary expreſſion. 


80 May the New Conſtitution of 7 rance be ren- 
tered en and e 


Ie is to be hoped: that the F rench may improve their 
preſent conſtitution, the principal imperfection. of 
which is the circumſtance in which it differs from 
ours, namely, the want of a third eſtate, or houſe of 
Lords, to hold a ballance between the King and the 
People. I wiſh to ſhew that the opinions delivered 
here are not ſuggeſted on this occaſion, and I there- 
fore muſt bes leave to add another quotation from m 
late publication. (The Life of Mr. Da y) © Althoug 
66 * eſſential prelituitagies,? to the firm eſtabliſhment 
3b ; - 66 of | 


P. This Toaſt was not inſerted in the original ut, but was writ- 
ten on a ſeparate piece of paper by the gentleman who propoſed 


it. When Mr. Ruſſell, ſound it neceſſary to, publiſh the Toaſts in 
2 London paper, he was obliged to omit this Toaſt, becauſe he had 
not a copy of it, not having been inferted in tlie original lift, 


— 1 4 * 
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& of à free. conſtitution in France have. been accom- 
Ce pliſhed, much yet; remains to be dong towards its 
& f 

, completion, and for this purpoſe, time and 
15 ak 255 are requiſite. Whatever jndgment then 
: ve can form at preſent may be premature. Per- 
7 haps the apparently too democratic ſpirit of the pre- 
de tne ſyſtem may be hergafter. qualified by the inſti- 


Wa, > 


4 tution of à Senate or permanent Magiſtracy, ſimi- 
ce lar in its effects to our ' Houſe. of Peers, to whom 
t ſuch privileges may be granted as ſhall be neceſſary 
te for their independence, not as nobles, but as a body 
& forming an eſſential part of the ſtate; who, by 
ce poiling the powers of the crown, and of the people, 
and by forming a barrieg between the executive and 
ce legiſlatiye authorities, may keep theſe diſtinct, and 
„give to the whole government, the NO and © g- 
20 nity becoming A, great Empire. wy; 15 Y 


As the French give a free rope to thaw reaſon, in 
political diſcuſſions, not yet being divided into parties 


which have intereſts. different from the general inte- 


reſt, we may hope at leaſt for a greater perſection ef 
the F rench conſtitution than has hitherto been ſeen, 
not only for a further extenſion and ſecurity of the 


-happineſs of Wd great people, but alſo; that the go- 


vernments of other nations, ſeeing the good altes of 


their inſtitutions, may adopt whatever is wanting to 


render their own more perfect. With this view the 
following words had been added to the toaſt, “ as a 
glorious example to all ages and nations ;” but I-did 
not pronounce them from the chair, from a notion 
which then ſtruck me, that among ſo great a number, 
ſome people might be ſo inaccurate as not to diſtin- 

uiſh that the example is not propoſed in the preſent 


imperfect ſtate of the French conſtitution, but in the 


Perfect ſtate which does not exiſt, but is the object of 
the wiſh of the toaſt. From the circumſtances that 
T have pointed out, in which the French conſtitution 
is inferior to our own, as well as from many other 

conſiderations, 


Tm 
confiderations, although I admire the French Revo- 
lation” as a French Revolution, I heartily deprecate 
its imitation in Great Britain and Ireland. f 


6. May Great Britain, Ireland, and France, unite 
in perpetual friendſhip, and may their only rivalſhip 
be the extenſion of peace and liberty, wiſdom and vir- 
tue. — 45 1 21 . 
7. The rights of Man. May:all nations have the 
wiſdom to underſtand,” and the-courage to aſlert and 
defend them. . t 


The rights of man extend to a freedom in every 
thing which does not interfere with the rights of his 
neighbour, or to the good of the community, as ex- 
preſſed by the law. It is clear then that they do not 
extend to the pulling down, and burning of other 
men's houſes. | 


8. The true Friends of the Conſtitution of this 
Country, who with to preſerve its ſpirit, by correct 
ing its abuſes. | 


The pricipal abuſe is the unequal diſtribution of 
the power of electing members of parliament, as was 
before obſerved. | 


8. May the people of England never ceaſe to re- 
monſtrate, till their Parliament becomes a true Na- 
tional Repreſentation, | | 


Nothing can more fully ſhew the orderly and loyal 
ſenſe of the meeting than this toaſt, which el 
that however unremitting we ſhould be in our en- 
deavours to procure a reform in the repreſentation of 
the people, it is only by remen/irating, that theſe en- 
deavours are to be execute. 5 


| 10. The 


(49 ) 
10. The Prince of Wales; May. he have the wic 
dom to prefer the glory of being the chief of an entire 
and free people, to that of being the ſplendid foun- 


tain of corruption. 


ien ene as AMR A090 ene 
Although this toaſt has no reference whatever to 
the; paſt or preſent times, and expreſſes only a wiſh,; 
that in ſome future time, when it ſhall pleaſe God, in, 
the ordinary courſe of nature, to call the Prince to 
his inheritance, he may have the wiſdom. to prefer 
good to evil; and that then, or before that time, the 
parliament may have granted, what the friends of li- 
berty have ſo often petitioned, a more perfect repre- 
ſentation of the people, by means of which they will 
be the true and uncorrupt repreſentatives of the en- 
tire nation, and the King will preſide there as chief, 
with a ſplendor and dignity which a partial repreſen- 
tation cannot give: it may nevertheleſs be not im- 
proper here to ſay ſomething of that corruption which. - 
has been often imputed to miniſters ſince the revo- 
lution under King William; that is, the practice of 
beſtowing places, penſions, honours, and other emo- 
luments in the gift of the crown, for the purpoſe. of 
obtaining influence and majorities in parliament. 
Before the revolution, Kings governed by preroga- 
tive. When that was circumſcribed, miniſters found 
that they could not carry on the meaſures of govern- 
ment without the ouplent of parliament, and that 
majorities were not always to be gained without ac- 
quiring an influence by the choice which the conſti- 
tution gave them in the diſpoſal of the favours of the 
crown. The fault then was evidently not in the mi- 
niſters, but in the repreſentatives, the majority of 
whom being choſen by little boroughs, inſtead of the 
great body of the people, rendered this influence ne- 
ceſſary. Some political writers maintain, that in- 
fuence is an admirable ſyſtem of government: and it 
muſt be confeſſed that no nation ever enjoyed more 


liberty and happineſs than this has done for the paſt 
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century. But every thing in this world. has its lie. 
16. We have the authority of the celebrated vote, 


F A o — * 


Mis. >: 11 $5 ' 5 a 2 
ofa, Houſe of Commons. for ſaying, that the in- 


* 
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fluence. ↄf the crown, has encreaſed,. is encreaſing, 
and ought, to be diminiſhed.” According to this 
progreſſion, may we. not fear that unleſs ſome ſtop be 
put ta it, in ſome future dime, the cron may be- 
come what the toaſt deprecates, a ſplendid fountain of 
corruption? In the year 1780, aſſociations were 
formed. of the moſt. patriotic and independent gentle- 
men in different counties of England, to obtain a. 
reform in parliament, as the only remedy againſt this 
encreaſing evil. To give an idea of the corruption 
which then prevailed, it may not be improper to 
quote a paſſage of a memorial drawn up by the de- 
puties of the county of Vork, Surrey, Middleſex, 
Glouceſter, Hertford, Kent, Huntingdon, Dorſet, 
Bucks, Cheſter, Devon, and Eſſex. Wie are now 
arrived, (ſaid theſe deputies) at the criſis which the 
wiſeſt of political writers have uniformly marked for 
the downfall of Britain,“ when the legiſative body 
ſhall become as corrupt as the executive and depen- 

ent upon it. . Let, any. man look back to the laws 


# 


3 wlich baue pailcd, only in che ten {laſt {cfjons_of 
« parliament, forming, as it were, ſtep by ſtep, a 
% code of prerogative, and then doubt if the execu- 
4 tiye has not found its way to the corruption of the 
e legiſlative. ., Let him behold a venal majority in the 

«. Houſe of Commons, ſeſſion after ſeſſion, moving 
ce obſequious to the nod of the miniſter, and giving 
te the legiſlative ſanction to propoſitions not only big 
with the fate of their country, but often militating 
againſt the firſt principles of the conſtitution, and 
« the declared voice of their conſtituents; and then 
let him judge how enormous that corruption muſt 


be.“ It is well known that Mr. Pitt, his Majeſty's 


preſent Miniſter, wrote to the Chairman of theſe De- 
puties, the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, promiſing to move the 
Houſe of Commons for a reform in the Parliamen- 

VVV 
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y keptefentstien, - whith promiſe he fulfilled; but 
08h he was then Miniſter, could not gain a * 
jority. The time may nevertheleſs arrive,” and what 
better omen can there be than the concurrence of the 
ewo heads of our 77 parts, Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Fox, in this great queftion. Soon may it arrive to 


gild the ſetting Fut of the 1255 e and de che 


glory of every Tuceedting one! 4180 1 
11. The United States of Alete“ May by 

for ever enjoy the liberty Which oy have * 2322 

22 xequired. | bs 


12. May the late Rerwlütion 11 Peland piove the 
harbinger of a more perfect” . of —— 1 —_— 
ing to that great kingdom. 5 


* | 
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& „ fy May the nations of Europe derödde fs en- 
nebieneg as never to be deluded into _—— wars, by 
the mad ambition of their rulers. 


14. May the fword never be ubſhectherdt put for the 
defence and- liberty of bur country, and then, may 
every man caſt 9 ſcabbard, untif che ih ate 
fafe and free. 


The man who will not t fight in | Webs of his 
e does not deſerve the protection of . and he 
ho 
* 10 the liſt of Teste publiſhes in the London. papers by 
Mr.. Ruſſell, this Toaff i» given, The: Princs of Wales, without the 
additional Caen, This difference arifes from a miſtake of mine. 
bo e 10aft in the original lift, was as, Mr., Ruſſell bas given it. 
he additional ſentence was propoſed, and written in the Chair- 
man's lift, but upon re-confideration it was ordered to be otditted, 
but forgot to be expunged; and in the Hurry of the day, I pronoun; 


 cc<d it, by an unintentional miſtake, for which I beg the i adulpevee 
of the gentlemen who- directed the toafts,, The additional fentence 
bad never been inſerted in Mr. Ruſſell lift, and he Maargſogg,could 


not give it in London. 
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who will not fight. for liberty, deſerves to be a; [Naye, 
excepting thoſe had e conſcience forbids them 
to fight. 


15. To the glorious memory of Hampden and 
er and other heroes of all ages and nations, who 
have ought and bled = liberty. 


16. To the memory of Dr. Price, ad of all thoſe 
illuſtrious ſages who have enlightened mankind on. the 
true principles of civil ſweiefy. | 


| 27. Peace and good will to all mankind. - 


„An ſe ul Ra, ang, 1 wiſh the Chris preach- 
ers of all denominations would enforce it with all their 


eloquence, Let us remember that Churchmen and 


Diſſenters are all made in the ſame mould, and ſub- 
ject to the ſame paſſions, and that the differences ariſe 
from education and accident; let us remember that 
the animoſities among the good people of all parties, 
ariſe. from the miſconception, of each other; let us all 


conſpire in acquiring the ſentiments expreſſed in, the 


toaſt, and when once Acquired, v we mall certain 
never abandon them. | 3 11956 


Ms Proſperity to the Venn of 8 | 


19. A happy meeting to .all the friends of liperty 
on the =» of July, 4793. We 


1 am, Mr. Printer, | 
| Yours, &c. 
Tichy 24, 1791. 


r Dr. PRIEST. 


JAMES KEIR. 
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meritorious thing; 


ment, and eſpecially 
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Dr. PIR Lv LEY'S Litter to the Tababitants . — 
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F) ” geen ers iam and Neighbour 


A FTE R living with you ace years, 
in which you had uniform experience of my pc:ceful 
behaviour, in my attention to the quiet ſtudies of my 
proſeſſion, and thoſe of philoſophy, I was far from 
expecting the injuries which I-and my friends have 
lately received from you. But you have been miſled 
by hearing the Diſſenters, and particularly the Uni- 
tarian Diſſenters, continually railed at, as enemies to 


the preſent Government, in Church and State. You 


have been led to conſider any injury done to us as a 
and not having been better inform- 
ed, the means were not attended to. When the object 
was right, you thought the means could not be wrong. 
By the diſcourſes of your teachers, and the excla- 
mations of your ſuperiors in general. drinking con- 
fuſion and damnation to us, (which is well known 
to have been their frequent practice,) your bigotry has 


been excited to the higheſt pitch, and nothing having 


been ſaid to you to moderate your paſſions, but every 
thing to inflame them; hence, without any conſideration 


on your part, or on theirs, who ought to have known, 


and taught you better — you were prepared for every 
ſpecies of outrage; thinking that whatever you could 
do to ſpite and injure us, was for the ſupport of Govern- 
the Church. In deftroying us, 
you have been led to think, you did God and. ** 
country the moſt ſubſtantial ſervice. 


Happily, the minds of Engliſhmen have a horror of 
murder, and therefore you did not, I hope, think of 


that; though, by your clamorous demanding of me at 


the Hotel, it 3s probable that, at that time, ſome of 
you 


F the 
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you intended me ſome perſonal injury. But what is the 


value of life, ' When every thing is done to make it 
wretched. In many caſes, there would be greater 
mercy in difpatehing the inhabitants than burning their 
houſes. However, I infinitely prefer what I feel from 
the ſpoiling of my goods, to the diſpoſion of thoſe who 


have milled" you. 


You have deſtroyed the moſt truly valuable and 


uſeful apparatus of philoſophical inſtruments that per- 


haps any individual in this or any other country, was 
ever poſſeſſed of, in my uſe of which J annually ſpent 


large ſums, with no pecuniary view whatever, but only 


in the advancement of ſcience, for the benefit of my 
country, and-of mankind. Vou have deſtroyed a li- 
brary correſponding to that apparatus, which no money 
can repurchaſe, except in a Jong courſe of time. 
But what I feel far more, you have deſtroyed manu- 


ſcripts, which have been the reſult of the laborious 


ſtudy of many years, and which I ſhall never be able 
to recompoſe; and this has been done to one who 


never did, or imagined you any harm. 


I know nothing more of the hand-b:1! which is ſaid 
to have enraged you ſo much than any of yourſelves, 
and I diſapprove of it as much; though it has been 
made the oſtenſible handle of doing infinitely more 
miſchief than any thing of that nature could poſſibly 


have dene. — In the celebration of the firſt Anniver- 


fary at which I did not attend, the company aſſembled 
on the occaſion only expreſſed their joy in the eman- 
cipation of a neighbouring nation from tyranny, 
without intimating a deſire of any thing more than 
ſuch an improvement of our own Conftitiition, as all 
ſober citizens, of every perſuaſion, have long wiſhed 
for. And though, in anſwer to the groſs and un- 
provoked calumnies of Mr. Madan and others, I 
publicly vindicated my principles as a Diſſenter, it 


was only with plain and ſober argument, and with 
perfect 
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the mild and forbearing ſpirit of, Chriſtianity, than 

ever to think of having recourſe to violence; and can 

you think ſuch conduct as yours any recommendation. 
af your religious principles, in preference to ours ? 


You. are ſtill more miſtaken if you imagine that 
this conduct of yours has any tendency to ſerve your 
cauſe, or to prejudice ours. It is nothing but 7eaſor 

24 and argument that can ever ſupport any ſyſtem of re- 
ligion. Anſwer our arguments and your buſineſs is 
done. But your having recourſe to violence is only a 
proof that you have nothing better to produce. Should 
you deſtroy myſelf as well as my houſe, library, and 
apparatus, ten more perſons, of equal or ſuperior ſpt- 
8 rit and ability, would inſtantly riſe up. If thoſe ten 
weere deſtroyed, an hundred would appear; and be- 
lieve me, that the Church of England, which you 
think you are ſupporting, has received a greater blow 
by this conduct of yours, than I and all my friends 

have ever aimechat it. Af 2G | 


5322 i 4 7 53-7 . 5 LSD VT? 

Heſides, to abuſe thoſe who have. no power of 

> making reſiſtance, is equally cowardly and brutal, to 

SOS ſay nothing of Chriſtianity. which teaches us to do 

as we would be done by. In this buſineſs we are the 

ſheep and you the wolves. We will preſerve our cha- 

racter, and hope you will change yours, At all events, 

we return you bleſſings ſor curſes; and pray that you 

may ſoon return to that induſtry, and thoſe ſober man- 

ners, for which the inhabitants of Birmingham were 
tormerly diſtinguiſned. I am, 


Your ſincere well- wiſher, 


J. PRIESTLE v. 

Linden, Jing 1791. 5 
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1 | and; and that as ſoon as the Trials Ire | 
15 & "© over, they will be publiſhed with all poſe 


flſble expedition, by C. Ear, No. 5, 
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